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LEGAL PLUS BRINGS YOU ITS 

DUBAI & MIDDLE EAST:  
8TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION &  
CORPORATE CRIME SUMMIT
− Through the Looking Glass for 2023
Tuesday, 28 February 2023, 8:55am — 5:45pm (Dubai local time — GMT +4)

Venue: Shangri-La Hotel, Dubai
(This conference will be conducted in English)

Legal Plus is a leading global event specialist that creates and manages annual summits, forums 
and seminars throughout Asia, Middle East and Europe. Partnering with leading industry companies 
throughout the world as well as government institutions, leading Arbitration centers and 
chambers of commerce. Legal Plus events brings together annually, thousands of companies in the 
construction, pharma, financial, corporate, technology, energy, IP & TMT fields with their general 
counsels, risk & compliance managers and legal experts creating leading business & networking 
summits. These events also showcase the ever changing landscape on essential legal, financial, 
regulatory, fraud and compliance issues to keep general and corporate counsels up-to-date with 
the tools required to protect their company armed with the latest legal and regulatory updates.

Complimentary seats
for In-house/ General Counsel.

Contact us at  
legalpluseventsasia@legalplus-asia.com

to secure your seat. 
Condition applies.

Robert Lewsley
Senior Legal Counsel & Regional 
Head, Disputes and Government 
Investigations Legal, AME, 
Standard Chartered Bank

Julian Cohen
Arbitrator & Barrister, 
Resolution Chambers 
International

Alexis Mourre
Partner, MGC Arbitration
Keynote Speaker

Dr Michael Hwang S.C.
Senior Counsel & Chartered 
Arbitrator, Michael Hwang 
Chambers; Former Chief 
Justice, DIFC Courts

Pui-Ki Emmanuelle Ta
Chief Executive Officer  
of eBRAM International  
Online Dispute Resolution 
Centre Limited

Arvin Lee
Partner, Wee Swee Teow LLP

Celine Kanakri
Partner, Kennedys

Sean Hugo
Partner, CBBG Group
Moderator — 3rd Grand Panel

Reshma Oogorah
Independent Arbitrator
Moderator — 1st Grand Panel

Dr. Dania Fahs
Director, Arbitration and ADR, 
MENA, ICC International Court 
of Arbitration
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For sponsorship, speaking opportunity or registration  Please email to legalpluseventsasia@legalplus-asia.com

Complimentary seats for  
In-house /General Counsel.

Please contact us at 
legalpluseventsasia@legalplus-asia.com 

to secure your seat. 

Please note: 
Limited to 2 complimentary seat per company, 
based on first-come-first-served basis.

BOOK NOW TO SECURE YOUR SEAT

This conference will be conducted in English
Venue: Shangri-La Hotel, Dubai

Al Bader Ballroom, 9/F Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai 
PO Box 75880, United Arab Emirates

Super Early Bird Rate: 	 USD450 
(on or before 31 December 2022)

Early Bird Rate: 	 USD680 
(1 January — 31 January 2023)

Normal Rate: 	 USD850 
(from 1 February 2023)

Supporting Organisation Rate: 	 USD680

Half Day Rate (AM/PM): 	 USD450

The above are inclusive of networking lunch

* program is subject to change without prior notice

SUPPORTING ORGANISATION

PANEL SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS8:55 — 9:10 Opening Welcome by Chairperson

9:10 — 9:35 Keynote Session: Update in Global Arbitration 2023
Alexis Mourre, Partner, MGC Arbitration

9:35 — 9:55 Insolvency Disputes & Restructuring — Post Pandemic 
Issues and A look into 2023 for ME Companies

9:55 — 10:20 Advising on Complex Cross-border Shareholder & 
Stakeholder Disputes in the Region

10:20 — 10:45 Construction Disputes — Effects on Time & Cost After 
the Pandemic & Has Technology Helped

10:45 — 11:10 Networking & Morning Refreshment

11:10 — 11:40 Questions Not to Ask in Cross-Examination in 
Commercial Arbitration
•	Arvin Lee, Partner, Wee Swee Teow LLP
•	Dr Michael Hwang S.C., Senior Counsel & Chartered 

Arbitrator, Michael Hwang Chambers; Former Chief 
Justice, DIFC Courts

11:40 — 12:05 Construction Disputes; Differences Between the 
Civilian and Common Law Worlds
Julian Cohen, Arbitrator & Barrister, Resolution 
Chambers International

12:05 — 12:45 1st Grand Panel: The Use of Technology in 
Arbitrations — Has COVID-19 Opened the Doors to 
Embracing New Ideas Going Forward?
Moderator
•	Reshma Oogorah, Independent Arbitrator
Panellist
•	Pui-Ki Emmanuelle Ta, Chief Executive Officer, eBRAM 

International Online Dispute Resolution Centre 
Limited

12:45 — 13:55 Networking Lunch

13:55 — 14:40 2nd Grand Panel: Ask the Experts — Expedited & 
Emergency Procedures in International Arbitration 
After the Pandemic — Is Faster Better and Who Really 
Benefits?
Moderator
•	TBC
Panellists
•	Celine Kanakri, Partner, Kennedys
•	Dr. Dania Fahs, Director, Arbitration and ADR, MENA, 

ICC International Court of Arbitration

14:40 — 15:00 Litigation Funding — Managing the Boom in 2023?

15:00 — 15:30 Asset Tracing, Recovery — Digital and Cross Border 
Issues for 2023

15:30 — 15:50 Short Break & Afternoon Refreshment

15:50 — 16:30 3rd Grand Panel: Expert Witness — Cross-border 
Issues: Has the Rise in the Use of Technology Been a 
Help or Hindrance to all Parties?
Moderator
•	Sean Hugo, Partner, CBBG Group

16:30 — 16:50 Protecting Against Crypto Fraud — ME Focus

16:50 — 17:.35 4th Grand Panel: Managing Corporate Investigations — 
FCPA and Anti-Bribery
Moderator
•	TBC
Panellist
•	Robert Lewsley, Senior Legal Counsel & Regional 

Head, Disputes and Government Investigations Legal, 
AME, Standard Chartered Bank

17:35 — 17:45 Final Thoughts & Lucky Draw



Alexis Mourre, Partner, MGC Arbitration
Alexis Mourre, founding partner of Mourre Gutiérrez Chessa Arbitration, has 
served as counsel, President of the Tribunal, Co-Arbitrator, Sole Arbitrator 
or Expert in more than 280 international arbitrations, both ad hoc and before 
most international arbitral institutions (ICC, ICSID, LCIA, ICDR, SIAC, SCC, DIAC, 
VIAC, etc.). He established his own arbitration practice in May 2015, after having 
founded Castaldi Mourre & Partners in 1996. Alexis has been a Court member of the 
ICC International Court of Arbitration for 12 years, first as Vice-President (2009-
2015) and then as President (1 July 2015- 30 June 2021). He was Vice President of 
the ICC Institute of World Business Law (2011-2015), co-chair of the IBA Arbitration 
Committee (2012-2013), LCIA Court member (2012-2015) and Council member of 
the Milan International Chamber of Arbitration (2006-2014).

He is the author of numerous books and publications in the field of International 
Business Law, Private International Law and Arbitration Law. He is founder 
and former editor in chief of Les Cahiers de l’Arbitrage – The Paris Journal of 
International Arbitration, a leading publication in the field of international 
arbitration.

Alexis is a member of a large number of scientific and professional institutions 
dedicated to Arbitration and Private International Law. He is the founder and 
former president of Paris Place d’Arbitrage/Paris the Home of International 
Arbitration. He is fluent in French, English, Italian and Spanish, and has a working 
knowledge of Portuguese.

Reshma Oogorah, Independent Arbitrator
Reshma Oogorah is an international arbitrator and legal counsel with over a decade 
of experience in high-value and complex commercial disputes. She focusses on the 
construction, technology and energy sectors, and has represented clients in both 
common and civil law jurisdictions. She has sat as Sole and Presiding arbitrator 
and acted as counsel in adhoc arbitrations, and under most major arbitration 
rules.

Prior to setting up her arbitration and legal practice, Niyom Legal, Reshma spent 
time working with leading law firms in the United Arab Emirates, Mauritius, Qatar, 
and Saudi Arabia, and with a top London Barrister’s chambers. Throughout her 
career, Reshma has advised and represented clients in transactions and disputes 
worth up to US$25 billion.

Reshma is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), an elected 
committee member and Public Relations Officer of the CIArb UAE Branch, and 
General Editor of the Branch’s quarterly newsletter.

Sean Hugo, Partner, CBBG Group
Sean is a Partner of CBBG Group. Sean has extensive experience in the specialist 
disciplines of delay and disruption analysis. Prior to becoming a Delay and 
Disruption Expert full-time, Sean held senior project-based positions, including 
Project Manager, Project Controls Manager and Planning Manager on complex 
projects. Sean has been appointed as an Independent Delay and Disruption 
Expert, drafting numerous reports providing an independent opinion relating to 
construction project delay and disruption. Sean is well versed in the best practice 
protocols of AACE International Recommended Practice No. 29R-03 and the SCL 
Delay and Disruption Protocol. Sean has testified as a delay and disruption expert 
and is robust under cross-examination. Additionally, Sean has received formal 
expert witness and advanced cross-examination training.

Sean has been appointed as an independent delay/disruption expert in arbitration 
under ICC, DIAC and QICCA Arbitration rules.

Julian Cohen, Arbitrator & Barrister, Resolution Chambers International
Julian has 30 years of specialist experience of heavyweight international, and 
domestic, disputes. Sums in dispute in his cases vary from small to in excess of USD 
2 billion. In addition to acting as counsel, he also regularly sits as an arbitrator. 
Julian has over 10 years’ experience in the MENA region, including 2 years based 
full time in Dubai, and an ongoing long-term commitment to the region. Julian has 
been involved in projects and disputes in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Benin, Sierra Leone and Mali.

Julian was called to the Bar in England & Wales in 1990. He was with Pinsent 
Masons’ Construction Disputes practice in London and Hong Kong from 1993 to 
2009. He left Pinsent Masons as a partner in 2009, and was called to the Bar in 
Hong Kong in 2010. Julian is particularly well known for his heavy weight practice 
in relation to the Construction and Engineering sectors, the Energy, Oil and Gas 
sectors and International and domestic arbitrations.
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S Arvin Lee, Partner, Wee Swee Teow LLP
Arvin Lee is a Partner of Wee Swee Teow LLP, a 111-year-old Singapore law firm. He 
is an Arbitrator of the Korean Commercial Arbitration Board, the Beijing Arbitration 
Commission, the Chinese Arbitration Association (International), an Adjudicator of 
the Financial Institutions Dispute Resolution Centre (Singapore), and a Member of 
the Appeals Board of the Ministry of National Development, Singapore. 

He focuses on energy-related disputes (conventional and renewables). Arising 
from the downstream oil and gas work, he has built up a commodities trading 
and trade finance disputes practice, which recently includes acting as co-lead 
counsel on letter of credit issues governed by Singapore law for a Pertamina 
subsidiary against the paying bank in relation to an LC dispute in excess of US$23m 
before the Singapore International Commercial Court (and the appeal before the 
international division of the Singapore Court of Appeal filed by the opponents); 
being lead counsel for an established Taiwan petrochemical trader against a Big 
5 global commodities trading house in relation to a sale and purchase dispute in 
excess of US$6 million in two consolidated SIAC arbitrations, and for a PRC mining 
company in 2 SIAC trade finance arbitrations (amounts in dispute in excess of US$7 
million) against another Big 5 global commodities trading house and a regional 
petrochemical trading company.

On the renewable energy front, he has a focus on wind and solar, and his experience 
includes being lead counsel for a Southeast Asian wind power developer in its 
project finance claims against private equity investor in an SIAC arbitration, with 
total amount in dispute in excess of US$20 million, for a Southeast Asian wind 
power developer in relation to attempts by private equity investor to exercise 
conversion rights to take over control of the developer at project level pursuant 
to an accelerated repayment provision; and for a Fortune 100 Enterprise’s 
renewables arm in a solar dispute against a regional contractor in ICC arbitration.

Arvin started his dispute resolution career with Michael Hwang S.C., working 
in his Chambers as an Associate and at the DIFC Courts as Manager – Law and 
Policy (Consultant). Arvin is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) 
and the International Dispute Resolution Academy (HK). He holds a certificate in 
Hedging and Management of Energy Price Risk (2021) from the SMU Academy. He 
holds law degrees from Harvard (LL.M.) and the LSE (LL.B., Hons. 1st).

Dr Michael Hwang S.C., Senior Counsel & Chartered Arbitrator, Michael Hwang 
Chambers; Former Chief Justice, DIFC Courts
Dr Michael Hwang S.C. currently practises as an international arbitrator and 
mediator based in Singapore with a selective practice as Senior Counsel of 
the Supreme Court of Singapore. He served as the Chief Justice of the Dubai 
International Financial Centre (DIFC) Courts from 2010 - 2018. Michael’s other past 
appointments include: Judicial Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Singapore; 
Singapore’s Non-Resident Ambassador to Switzerland and Argentina; President of 
the Law Society of Singapore; Commissioner of the United Nations Compensation 
Commission; Vice Chairman of the ICC International Court of Arbitration; Vice 
President of the International Council of Commercial Arbitration (ICCA); Visiting 
and later Adjunct Professor of the National University of Singapore. He was 
educated at undergraduate and postgraduate levels at Oxford University, where 
he won a college scholarship by open competitive examination. He has been 
conferred an Honorary LLD by the University of Sydney.

Celine Kanakri, Partner, Kennedys
Celine is a partner in our Dubai office who specialises in UAE and international 
arbitration. She qualified in Lebanon in 2005 and is also a registered legal 
consultant in Dubai.

With over 10 years’ experience practicing in the Middle East, Celine’s expertise in 
domestic and international arbitration spans a range of industry sectors. Her focus 
is on UAE and international arbitration across a range of industry sectors, including 
real estate, commercial and construction disputes. She also has considerable 
experience of corporate, civil and commercial law within the UAE and has been 
involved in drafting several UAE decrees, laws and regulations. Predominantly 
acting for multi-national corporates, construction companies and high net worth 
individuals, Celine has also been involved with drafting training materials for the 
Dubai Legal Affairs Department.

She is also fluent in Arabic, English and French, and is a member of the UAE 
International Chamber of Commerce and Arbitral Women. Celine also sits as 
arbitrator with leading institutions such as the International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC), Dubai International Financial Centre and London Court of International 
Arbitration (DIFC-LCIA), and Dubai International Arbitration Centre (DIAC) – from 
whom she was awarded best sole arbitrator under the age of 40 in 2018.

Celine has been ranked as one of the MENA Super 50 lawyers for 2022 In the Asian 
Legal Business by Thomson Reuters and have been repeatedly ranked in Legal 500 
for construction and dispute resolution.
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S Robert Lewsley, Senior Legal Counsel & Regional Head, Disputes and 
Government Investigations Legal, AME, Standard Chartered Bank
Robert is the Regional Head of Disputes and Government Investigations (Africa & 
Middle East) at Standard Chartered Bank. Robert studied law at the London School 
of Economics (2003, LLB Hons first class), was called to the Bar of England & Wales 
in 2004 and practised in London before moving to Dubai in 2009. He spent seven 
years in the arbitration team at Al Tamimi & Co. handling complex commercial 
disputes, and appeared regularly before the DIFC Courts and arbitral tribunals as 
an advocate. He joined Standard Chartered Bank in 2017. Robert has published 
widely, contributing articles to Global Arbitration Review, the International 
Arbitration Law Review, and chapters on the DIFC as a seat for arbitration.

Pui-Ki Emmanuelle Ta, Chief Executive Officer of eBRAM International Online 
Dispute Resolution Centre Limited
Ms Ta is currently the Chief Executive Officer of eBRAM International Online Dispute 
Resolution Centre Limited. With over 15 years of experience in international 
arbitration and case management, she has supervised hundreds of international 
arbitration cases in a wide range of jurisdictions and economic sectors. As Counsel 
of the Secretariat of the International Court of Arbitration of the ICC, Asia Office 
in Hong Kong (2016-2021), she was responsible for managing the Hong Kong team, 
including administration of Asia-related arbitration cases. She is qualified to 
practice at the Paris bar.

Dr. Dania Fahs, Director, Arbitration and ADR, MENA, ICC International Court 
of Arbitration
Before joining ICC in 2018, Dania had a (13 +) years of mixed experience as 
attorney in private practice and in-house counseling. She is specialized in 
transactional, commercial and IP law and has advised clients on a broad range 
of commercial contentious and non-contentious matters as well as assisted in 
negotiating complex cross border transactions in various sectors (pharmaceutical, 
technology, FMCG, luxury…)

Prior to joining ICC, Dania was a senior legal counsel at Oracle Corp. She has 
an extensive international experience in advising multinational boards on a 
wide range of legal and strategic issues. Prior to relocating to UAE, Dania was a 
former lecturer in American Business Law (American University of Beirut), and in 
Intellectual Property Law (La Sagesse University)

Dania holds a Phd in Contractual Law (2007 University Montpellier I -France) Dir. 
Prof. Jacques Raynard and an Executive MBA from INSEAD (2018). She also holds 
a post graduate microprogramme degree in IP and Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(University of Montreal). She is certified as Trainer of Trainers by the WIPO 
Arbitration and Mediation Centre, member of Arbitral Women and a certified CEDR 
mediator.
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Payment Options
1)	Direct Debit
	 Bank Name: The Bank of East Asia Ltd (BEA)
	 Account Name: Legal Plus	 Account Number: 015-248-68-006306
	 Branch Code: 248	 Bank Code: 015
	 Bank Address:	1/F, Bank of East Asia Harbour View Centre,  
		  56 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
	 Swift Code: BEASHKHH
	 Amount received should be 100% of the invoiced amount.
	 Please send a copy of the remittance slip to bettina.yan@legalplus-asia.com

2)	Cheque
	 Payable to Legal Plus
	 Please send cheque to:  
	 Legal Plus
	 17/C, Greenmont Court, Discovery Bay, 
	 Lantau, Hong Kong
 
3)	Paypal
	 By request only

Dubai & Middle East: 8th Annual International Arbitration & Corporate Crime Summit

For enquiries and registration, please contact  
LegalPlus Asia at legalpluseventsasia@legalplus-asia.com. 
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Payment must be made to Legal Plus before the event date.

Cancellation Policy 
Written and/or email cancellations given in the time period below –
•	 40 days or more prior to the event date: A refund of the registration fee, excluding bank charge and admin fees or to swap to another Legal Plus event in the same 

calendar year. Please note that any cost difference to the event registration fees if swapping to another event will not be refunded nor required to be paid.
•	 21 ― 39 days prior to the event date: No refund of the registration fee but allowed to swap to another Legal Plus event in the same calendar year.
•	 21 days or less to the event date: No refund of the registration fee but allowed to have a substitute to replace your attendance.

REFUND POLICY 
If Legal Plus cancels or postpones the conference due to events out of our control, your registration fee will not be refunded. In addition, Legal Plus will not 
be responsible for any expenses (hotel, airfares, transportation etc.) you may incur. 

Programme Changes 
Legal Plus reserves the right to cancel (due to unforeseen circumstances), amend, change event date, change speakers, topics and location of the event. 

The Organiser 
Legal Plus offers opportunities for our delegates to receive business critical information and timely insight and analysis from our expert presenters. Our events also 
provide a platform for discussion to allow delegates to explore the intricacies of the information presented while interacting and exchanging news and experiences 
with peers. Our programmes are conducted by industry experts, practitioners and academics who are able to provide participants a well-balanced blend of theoretical 
fundamentals and practical applications.

	 Super Early Bird Rate (on or before 31 December 2022): USD450

	 Early Bird Rate (1 January — 31 January 2023): USD680 

	 Normal Rate (from 1 February 2023): USD850

	 Supporting Organisation Rate: USD680

	 Half Day Rate (AM/PM): USD450

	*Complimentary seat for in-house/general counsel

*Important note
·	Complimentary seat is applicable to in-house counsel from non law / consultancy firm and based on first-come-first-served. Results are based  
	 on the organiser’s discretion and applicants will be notified by email.


